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ABSTRACT

Title Operation of Model Schools in the Laboratory Schools Project
Field Social-Psychology
Name Mr. Niwat Nakawech ~ Course NDC Class 48

Background of the Problem

Article 6 of the National Education Act B.E. 2542 states that education shall
contribute to quality development of Thai people in such a way that they become citizens
completely developed in all aspects of physical, mental, intellectual, knowledge, moral, ethical,
and cultural traits necessary for life and living with others in happiness. The Thai Government
under the leadership of His Excellency Dr. Taksin Chinnawat the Prime Minister has declared
unyielding determination to expedite the government’s education reform especially in providing
rural children and youth opportunities for good education, quality schooling within reach, and
elevated quality and standards on par with those of better quality schools. The cabinet thus
reached a consensus approving in principle the “One District One Dream School” project on April
22, 2546 and has assigned the MOE to implement it by developing proper approaches and
principles. This is based on the belief that education can help develop good quality in a person
and reduce the gap among individuals hence enabling Thai people to exit the vicious cycle of
poverty. The total number of district schools selected by the communities to participate in the

project is 921.

The implementation of the project from Fiscal Year 2547 to September 2548 resulted
in the development of 100 model schools scattering in the various regions throughout the country.
In order to ascertain the current status of project implementation against the target set forth

therein, it is opportune time to study these schools.



Objectives of Research

1. To study about the present status of the operation together with associated
problems and issues of model schools; (2); (3); and (4)

2. To study about current practice in student learning and the characteristics of
students in these model schools.

3. To ascertain the degree of parents’ involvement and satisfaction.

4. To ascertain the degree of administrators’ and teachers’ satisfaction in the

learning program implementation.

Scope of the Problem

1. The problem involved a study of the operation of 100 schools in the One District
One Dream School that had been verified as model schools.

2. The student characteristics entailed those traits that were results of the
implementation of the learning program with respect to students in the lower and upper secondary
classes.

3. Community participation was elicited from a selected sample of parents.

Methodology

The study followed a survey methodology with the use of 5 questionnaires to collect
the data from school administrators, teachers, students, and parents. A total of 2,592 copies of
the questionnaires were sent out and 2,121 or 81.83 percent were returned. = The data were
analyzed with the use of the SPSS/FW computerized program which computed the frequency

distribution, the percentages, the means, and the standard deviations.

Results

1. Overall program implementation of the model schools was generally good, with
the highest means in having computer network connections, an environment conducive to
learning, and development of the library and learning resources adequate for the learner needs.

2. Instructional program implementation of the model schools was generally good,
with the highest means in setting the school climate and environment favorable to learning,
encouraging learners to seek knowledge through the computer and the Internet, and organizing

learning activities that involved student teamwork.



3. The student characteristics and student learning were generally good, with the
highest means in having the students stay away from drugs and gambling, encouraging the
students to work with others, and the students taking good care of their own health.

4. Involvement of the students’ parents was generally good, with the highest means
in cooperating with school in promoting the students’ good conduct and solving their problems,
assisting the students in their learning, and advising the students in sieving information from
media sources.

5. Satisfaction of administrators and teachers was generally good, with the highest
means in the students’ ability to use information and communication technology in learning, the
school’s higher quality standards, strong student advisement programs, a higher potential for
technology use, data networking through intranet and internet, and the development and optimum
utilization of learning environment and researches.

6. Parental satisfaction was generally good, with the highest means in students
staying away from drugs and gambling, the students, morality and ethics, students’ fluency in
Thai, and students’ adequate knowledge for further education.

7. In terms of problems and obstacles experienced, most model schools being
surveyed had a need for better or more budget allocation, classroom buildings, laboratories, and
computers. The schools did not have sufficient technological media for instruction and teaching
staff. Continuity and equality of opportunity of inservice teacher training was lacking and varied
among subject areas. Some of the students’ background knowledge was inadequate.

Community support was low and sporadic.

Recommendations

1. The implementation process of the model schools should include continual
enrichment of English proficiency for teachers and administrators, overseas study tours, students’
use of internal and external learning resources, and student access to at least five (5) public
internet lines on the school campus.

2. Organization of student learning and development of student characteristics should
include income-generating activities during the school break, opportunities for career

management through practicum, English learning activities through the use of listening and



speaking materials produced by native speakers, integrated authentic learning, and activities that
stimulate the students to read and use computer for self-study.

3. In ICT development, the students should be encouraged to apply knowledge in
developing computer programs to create work and produce prototypes. Teachers should be
encouraged to develop and acquire teaching materials and ready-made programs for teaching and
learning. E-libraries should be developed and personal computers installed in subject rooms for
all curricular areas.

4. In terms of budgets and resources, the number of teaching staff should be
supplied in proportionate to student enrolments. Enough budgets should be allocated adequately
for hiring staff. Cooperation should be sought from public and private agencies, communities,
local governments, and higher education institutions in the pulling of resources to support
education including the collection of education taxes for exclusive use in educational
development.

5. Suggestion for further research pertains to factors contributing to success of
project schools, factors relating to the effect of learning on development of student characteristics,

and comparative study of model schools and non-project schools.



